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WELCOME BACK!

Dear Faculty and Staff,

Welcome to the start of another exciting academic year! We want to thank you for your ongoing
commitment to creating an accessible learning environment for all students. Your efforts over
the past year have made a significant impact on our college’s Title Il digital accessibility goals.
As you finalize your Fall 2026 courses, here are a few key updates, reminders, and resources to
help you seamlessly integrate accessibility best practices into your course building process.

COPYING CONTENT INTO FALL 2026 CANVAS COURSES

When importing content from a previous course shell, choose Select specific content instead
of All content. This simple step maintains your accessibility score, reduces duplicate and
outdated files, and keeps important tools (like Simple Syllabus) active.

Tips & Next Steps:

e Your accessibility score may temporarily fluctuate right after copying content. Allow about
20 minutes for Ally to complete its scan and show an accurate score.

e Ifyou need to wipe your course shell and start over after an import error,
email digitallearning@tamu.edu to request a course reset.

e For step-by-step instructions on copying course content, review this guide linked below.

Copying Specific Course Content Guide


mailto:digitallearning@tamu.edu
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Copying_Specific_Canvas_Course_Content.pdf

ENABLE TIDYUP IN YOUR COURSES

We encourage you to enable TidyUP in your courses. It's a useful tool for identifying and removing
duplicate content, old files, and unused folders in Canvas. This will declutter your course storage
and improve your accessibility score. Use this guide to help you get started.

TidyUP Guide

USING SIMPLE SYLLABUS
As you prepare your syllabi using Simple Syllabus, keep these quick tips in mind:
e Simple Syllabus syncs with Howdy, so no Howdy syllabus uploads are needed.

o Visitthe Simple Syllabus website directly to view, download, or print syllabi outside of

Canvas.
e You can only submit your syllabus after all accessibility issues are resolved.

e Every course section requires its own syllabus submission, even if the course is merged.
To save time, complete one syllabus, then create copies for remaining sections.

e Instructors in merged courses may see an error message like the one below after
selecting Simple Syllabus in Canvas. Don’t worry, your students can still view the syllabus
without any issues.

\ SIMPLE

HIGHER ED

Sorry, we could not locate this section in Simple Syllabus.

You may be attempting to view a syllabus for a cross-listed, stacked, or combined course. To edit the syllabus, please
select one of the sections listed below. If multiple sections are not displayed, contact the support team for
assistance.

Note: After editing the syllabus for one section, you must manually copy it to the other sections.

Simple Syllabus



https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/cidi-labs-tidyup.html
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/TidyUP-Guide.pdf
https://tamu.simplesyllabus.com/
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/simple-syllabus.html

MONITORING COURSE ACCESSIBILITY

Throughout the semester, we will continue to monitor course accessibility. The Provost’s Office
will provide monthly accessibility reports to the Dean, and we may reach out to instructors
whose courses have lower accessibility scores to offer support and guidance. We also
encourage you to visit the university’s Digital Accessibility website for Title Il resources and

training opportunities.

Digital Accessibility

MYCEHD ACCESSIBILITY RESOURCES

The MyCEHD Accessibility Resources webpage is your one-stop shop for digital accessibility.
Visit this page to access just-in-time, targeted resources and on-demand tutorials designed to
help you perform common accessibility tasks.

MyCEHD Accessibility Resources

CANVAS PROFILE PICTURES

Custom image uploads are no longer supported for Canvas profile pictures. Instead, you can
choose to sync with your university-approved Aggie ID photo. To opt in, visit the Howdy portal and

follow these steps:
1. Login with your NetlD.
2. Clickyour profile name in the upper-right corner.
3. Select Preferences.

4. Turn on Canvas profile picture Opt-in. The default setting is off. You can disable this
feature at any time.

Please also remind your on-campus students about this option.

Howdy Portal



https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility/index.html
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/accessibility-resources/
https://howdy.tamu.edu/main/home/card-view

NEW ENTERPRISE TOOLS FOR FALL 2026

The following new Enterprise Tools will be available for use in your Canvas courses this Fall:

e Panopto: Available August 12
e Google Gemini: Available August 17
e Poll Everywhere 2.0: Available August 17

If you do not plan to use these tools, please disable them under Canvas > Settings > Navigation.

If you’d like to explore other available tools, visit the Learning Management System (LMS) website
linked below.

LMS Tools

OTHER SUPPORT

CTE Trainings

CTE continues to offer helpful accessibility trainings. Here are upcoming sessions for the Fall

semester. Encourage your GAs to attend as well!

e Sept18,11:30am - 12:00pm | Accessible Word Documents

e Sept 24, 2:00pm - 2:30pm | Accessible PowerPoint Presentations

e Oct7,1:00pm - 1:30pm | Checking Accessibility of PDF Files

e Nov3,11:00am - 11:30am | Checking for Content Accessibility in Canvas

OPEN COMPUTER LAB FOR TEXAS A&M FACULTY

Drop by for in-person accessibility assistance. Visit Digital Accessibility for Fall 2026 dates,

times, and locations.

For more information or assistance regarding digital accessibility,
contact digitalaccessibility@tamu.edu.



https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/panopto.html
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/google-gemini.html
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/poll-everywhere.html
https://community.instructure.com/en/kb/articles/660741-how-do-i-manage-course-navigation-links
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/index.html
https://calendar.tamu.edu/cte/all
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=48004
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=48007
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=48009
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=48011
https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility
mailto:digitalaccessibility@tamu.edu

CEHD Instructional Designers

If you require the assistance of your department's instructional designer, please don't hesitate to send an
email.

e EAHR: Jere Liu | liu@tamu.edu
e EPSY: Trupti Palkar | trupti@tamu.edu
e KNSM: John Obenchain | jobenchain@tamu.edu

e TLAC: Kevin Lawanto | knlawanto@tamu.edu

Prepared by Patricia Grant, GA, Office of the Dean, CEHD with contributions from CEHD Instructional
Designers.

Texas A&M University | College of Education & Human Development
College Station, TX 77843 US
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