
 

Digital Accessibility | May 19, 2026 

TITLE II COMPLIANCE: OUR ONGOING COMMITMENT 
Dear Faculty and Staff, 

With a successful Spring semester behind us, we want to recognize your incredible strides in making 
your digital course content accessible. Your dedication and hard work keep our college moving 
steadily toward full compliance with digital accessibility standards. The college's final accessibility 
report for the Spring 2026 semester shows that our collective efforts brought us very close to fulfilling 
the Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) federal mandate and achieving the 
university's 95% target by the original April 24, 2026 deadline: 

 

 

 

You may already know that the new Title II compliance deadline is April 26, 2027 (although May 11, 
2026 remains the deadline for federally funded grants and programs). While this extension provides 
some breathing room, it is crucial that we maintain our current momentum. As you prepare for the 
upcoming Summer and Fall semesters, we encourage you to incorporate accessibility best practices 
into your course-building process. Below are a few important reminders.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPYING COURSE CONTENT 
If you plan to reuse materials from a previous course, ensure the old course has a "green" Ally 
accessibility score. Copy ONLY specific, relevant content into your new course shell, rather than 
the entire course. This prevents transferring non-compliant files that will lower your accessibility 
score. To learn how to transfer only the essentials to your new course, follow our guide linked below. 

Copying Specific Course Content Guide 

ENABLE ALLY IN YOUR COURSES 
Enable the Ally accessibility tool in your Canvas courses to check and monitor your accessibility 
status. See this guide for instructions on how to access this tool and use it to report, interpret, and 
improve the accessibility of your courses in alignment with Title II requirements.  

Ally Report in Canvas Guide 

ENABLE TIDYUP IN YOUR COURSES 
We also encourage you to enable TidyUP in your courses. It's a useful tool for identifying and 
removing duplicate content, old files, and unused folders in Canvas. This will declutter your course 
storage and improve your accessibility score. Use this guide to help you get started.  

TidyUp Guide 

MYCEHD ACCESSIBILITY RESOURCES 
The MyCEHD Accessibility Resources webpage is your one-stop shop for digital accessibility. Visit 
this page to access just-in-time, targeted resources and on-demand tutorials designed to help you 
perform common accessibility tasks. 

MyCEHD Accessibility Resources 

CTE DIGITAL ACCESSIBILITY 
The Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) offers a wealth of resources to help you meet digital 
accessibility standards. Visit the CTE Digital Accessibility webpage for tutorials on making Word, 
PowerPoint, and PDF files accessible; details for accessing personalized in-person and virtual 
assistance; and information on training opportunities. 

CTE Digital Accessibility 

https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Copying_Specific_Canvas_Course_Content.pdf
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/ally.html
http://tx.ag/AllyADARem
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/cidi-labs-tidyup.html
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/TidyUP-Guide.pdf
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/accessibility-resources/
https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MERGING SECTIONS IN ORCA 
If you're teaching this Summer, be aware that the deadline for merging sections in ORCA is May 21, 
2026 at 11:59pm (Summer courses only). To learn more about this process, please visit the Merge 
Course Sections in ORCA guide. 

UNIVERSITY PRESENTATION TEMPLATES 
Are you preparing to present your work, lead a meeting, or teach a class? Create your slide deck 
using university-branded PowerPoint templates that are pre-formatted and follow accessibility 
guidelines. Visit the Division of Marketing & Communications website to download these templates 
in multiple designs. 

HELPFUL TOOLS 

Grackle 

Grackle is now available enterprise-wide to Google Workspace for Education Plus users. It is an 
accessibility checker you can use within Google Docs, Sheets, and Slides to help identify and 
address common accessibility issues. See Grackle for Google Workspace to learn more about the 
features, benefits, and how to get started. 

 

iClicker 

iClicker is an easy-to-use student response system that allows you to poll your class and provide 
feedback. We are pleased to announce that for Fall 2026, the university is moving iClicker to an 
enterprise license and will fully cover the cost. If you typically use the student-pay model, please 
hold off on requiring student purchases for the upcoming Fall semester. The new license will be 
effective starting September 1, 2026. 

 

Panopto 

The university is transitioning from Mediasite to Panopto for recording, hosting, and streaming 
academic video content. Scheduled for a Fall 2026 rollout, Panopto will integrate directly into 
Canvas, enabling users to record lectures and manage video assignments within their courses. To 
support digital accessibility requirements, the platform includes built-in functionality for generating 
and managing captions. 

https://lms.tamu.edu/course-management/orca.html
https://lms.tamu.edu/course-management/orca.html
https://marcomm.tamu.edu/template/presentation-templates/
https://itaccessibility.tamu.edu/tools/grackle.html
https://lms.tamu.edu/tools/lms-tools/iclicker.html


 

OTHER SUPPORT 

CTE Trainings  

CTE continues to offer accessibility trainings during the Summer. Here are the upcoming Zoom 
workshops for June and July. Encourage your GAs to attend as well! 

• Jun 9, 11:00am - 12:30pm | Checking Accessibility in Word and PowerPoint Files 

• Jun 16, 11:00am - 12:00pm | Transforming Alternative Text Writing with AI 

• Jun 23, 12:00pm - 1:00pm | Checking Accessibility of PDF Files 

• Jul 9, 10:00am - 11:00pm | Checking Accessibility of PDF Files 

• Jul 15, 11:00am - 12:30pm | Checking Accessibility in Word and PowerPoint Files 

• Jul 22, 11:00am - 12:00pm | Checking for Content Accessibility in Canvas 

 

Computer Lab for Texas A&M Faculty 

Drop by for in-person assistance during Summer 2026 (May 22 - August 6): 

• Mondays through Fridays: 8:00am - 5:00pm | HFSB 119X 

For more dates, visit Digital Accessibility. 

 

CEHD INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGNERS 
If you need the assistance of your Department's Instructional Designer, please contact them early.  

• EPSY: Trupti Palkar | trupti@tamu.edu 

• EAHR: Jere Liu | liu@tamu.edu 

• KNSM: John Obenchain | jobenchain@tamu.edu 

• TLAC: Kevin Lawanto | knlawanto@tamu.edu 

Prepared by Patricia Grant, GA, Office of the Dean, CEHD with contributions from CEHD Instructional 
Designers. 

Texas A&M University | College of Education & Human Development 
College Station, TX 77843 US 

 

https://calendar.tamu.edu/cte/all
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=47519
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47514
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47513
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47518
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=47520
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47521
https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility
mailto:trupti@tamu.edu
mailto:liu@tamu.edu
mailto:jobenchain@tamu.edu
mailto:knlawanto@tamu.edu
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