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as of March 30, 2026 

University expectation is 95%. 
Please help us reach that goal! 90.9% 

Digital Accessibility | April 6, 2026 

SPRING 2026 TITLE II PROGRESS 

Dear�Faculty�and�Staff,��

We hope your spring semester is going well. The April�24,�2026�deadline for Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance is fast approaching. Thank you for your hard work in making 
your digital course materials accessible to all students. The latest report shared with the College 
demonstrates your dedication and continued progress: 

To�ensure we meet�digital accessibility�standards,�please keep the following tips in�mind:��

Strive for at least a 95% accessibility score across all Canvas courses. 

Avoid using personal websites to share lesson materials, as we’re unable to track 

✓ 

✓ accessibility compliance on external sites. 

Do not mark functional images as decorative to avoid accessibility flags.�Tip: Try using AI 
✓ to generate appropriate text descriptions for especially complex images. 

Reach out to your department’s instructional designer for help! ✓ 



 

 

In our continued effort�to�provide�support,�we've outlined the following steps to�guide you��
through�the upcoming weeks:��

Step�1: CLEAN�UP�WITH�TIDYUP��

Use TidyUP to�identify�and remove�duplicate�content, old files, and unused folders in Canvas. This will��
declutter your course storage and improve your accessibility score. Use our TidyUp guide to get 
started. 

TidyUP�Guide��

Step�2:�ONLY�COPY�WHAT YOU�NEED��

If you plan to reuse materials from a previous course, ensure the old course has a "green" Ally 
accessibility score. Copy ONLY specific, relevant content�into your new course shell, rather than the 
entire course. This prevents transferring non-compliant files that will�lower your accessibility score. To 
learn how to�transfer�only�the�essentials to�your�new course, follow our�Copying�Specific�Course��
Content guide. 

Copying Specific Course Content Guide��

Step 3:�REVIEW�MYCEHD�ACCESSIBILITY�RESOURCES��

We designed the MyCEHD Accessibility Resources webpage to be your one-stop digital accessibility 
guide. Visit this page to access helpful resources and on-demand tutorials as you work diligently to 
make your course materials accessible. 

MyCEHD�Accessibility Resources��

Step�4:�CREATE�SYLLABI IN�SIMPLE�SYLLABUS��

Use Simple Syllabus to create accessible syllabi - optional for Summer, but required for Fall 2026 
courses. Access this tool through Canvas or directly at Texas A&M Simple Syllabus. Tip: Use the 
university-provided Microsoft Word syllabus template to draft your syllabus before building it in Simple 
Syllabus. 

Need help? The�Office�of Distance�and Digital�Education is providing�training�and office�hours during��
April: 

• Visit the Simple Syllabus information page for full details and for more resources. 

• Watch this recorded workshop hosted by�Dr. Kelley�Shaffer,�Director�of Distance�&�Digital��
Education, for a walkthrough on navigating the platform. 

Simple Syllabus 

https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Copying_Specific_Canvas_Course_Content.pdf
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/cidi-labs-tidyup
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/TidyUP-Guide.pdf
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/accessibility-resources/
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/simple-syllabus
http://tamu.simplesyllabus.com/
https://facultyadvisorycouncil.tamu.edu/minimum-syllabus-requirements.html
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/simple-syllabus
https://tamucs.sharepoint.com/:v:/t/Team-FacultyDevelopmentCollaborative-FacultyAffairs/IQCJeD4SWkmoS71sNyUllRqzAVO9nF5h2sdPrNhXg4xqQvI?e=rpjkuk&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D
http://tamu.simplesyllabus.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER��

• Canvas course shells for Summer 2026 should be available starting April 6, 2026. 

• Instructors of Record have until May 21, 2026 to merge their course sections in ORCA. 

• Visit Course Management for more details. 

ADOBE�ACROBAT�PRO��

Due�to�changes in the�university’s Adobe�agreement�effective�January�18,�graduate assistants 
(GAs) lost access to Adobe Acrobat Pro. Individual licenses may be purchased for GAs 
($33/year). Alternatively, GAs can access Acrobat Pro on computers located at Evans Library 
and at Open Access Labs. 

OTHER�SUPPORT��

Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) Trainings��

CTE continues to offer�accessibility trainings this semester. Here are the upcoming Zoom workshops 
for April. Encourage your GAs to attend as well! 

• Apr 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm | Creating Accessible PDFs and Canvas Courses [for graduate students] 

• Apr 16, 11:00am - 12:30pm | Checking Accessibility in Word and PowerPoint Files 

• Apr 22, 11:00am - 12:30pm | Checking Accessibility in Word and PowerPoint Files 

• Apr 23, 11:00am - 12:30pm | Checking Accessibility of PDF Files 

Title II Digital Accessibility Drop-In�Office�Hours��

If you have general questions about accessibility, join Digital Accessibility Drop-in�Office Hours�to get 
answers in real time. Connect with experts from Distance and Digital Education, the Center for 
Teaching Excellence, Technology Services IT Accessibility, and the Math Learning Center. 

• Time:�4:00 - 5:00pm 

• Schedule:�Second and fourth Mondays of each month 

• Format:�Virtual drop-in via Zoom 

https://lms.tamu.edu/course-management
https://service.tamu.edu/TDClient/36/Portal/KB/ArticleDet?ID=410
https://calendar.tamu.edu/cte/all
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=46062
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47401
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=47402
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=47403
https://tamu.zoom.us/j/92959153162?pwd=n3edbYIxV4nD8Ggpe725nkIPq4z03J.1&from=addon


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Lab�for Texas�A&M Faculty��

Drop by for in-person assistance during Spring 2026: 

Mondays�� 8:00am�- 5:00pm | Blocker 129 

Tuesdays 8:00am�- 12:45pm & 3:00pm - 5:00pm | HFSB 119X 

Wednesdays�� 8:00am�- 5:00pm | Blocker 129 

Thursdays 8:00am�- 9:15am & 11:10am - 5:00pm | SCC 4.114 
9:15am - 11:10am | SCC 4.102B 

Fridays 8:00am�- 5:00pm | Blocker 129 

CEHD�INSTRUCTIONAL�DESIGNERS��

If�you�need the support�of�your�Department's Instructional Designer,�please�contact�them�early.��

• EPSY: Trupti Palkar | trupti@tamu.edu 

• EAHR: Jere�Liu�|�liu@tamu.edu 

• KNSM: John�Obenchain�|�jobenchain@tamu.edu 

• TLAC: Kevin Lawanto | knlawanto@tamu.edu 

UPCOMING�CONFERENCES��

Here�are�a few professional�development�opportunities you�may�find interesting. Register�soon if you'd 
like to attend. 

• Transformational Teaching and Learning Conference (TTLC) |�April�29,�8:30am�- 5:00pm, ILCB & 
April�30,�8:00am�- 4:00pm, Rudder Tower 

• Digital Learning Expo |�May�12, 8:30am�- 3:30pm, ILCB & via Zoom 

• Texas Canvas + Parchment Connect hosted by Instructure | May 13, 9:00am - 4:00pm, Texas 
A&M University, College Station 

Prepared by�Patricia Grant, GA, Office�of the�Dean, CEHD with contributions from�CEHD Instructional��
Designers. 

Texas A&M University | College of Education & Human Development 
College Station, TX 77843 US��

https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility
mailto:trupti@tamu.edu
mailto:liu@tamu.edu
mailto:jobenchain@tamu.edu
mailto:knlawanto@tamu.edu
https://ttlc.tamu.edu/this-year
https://cte.tamu.edu/programming/dl-expo-2026.html
https://www.instructure.com/events/texas-canvas-parchment-connect-2026
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