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UNIVERSITY FALL 2025 ACCESSIBILITY PLAN

On October 6, 2025, Texas A&M released university-wide guidance on accessibility expectations for
instructional materials and other digital resources. The Digital Accessibility Recommendations and
Guidance for Fall 2025 document outlines specific recommendations and practical steps for faculty and
staff to achieve compliance with new federal regulations under Title || of the ADA and reduce legal risk.

Access the plan on the TAMU CTE Digital Accessibility webpage or directly at Fall 2025 Accessibility Plan.

ACCESSIBILITY REPORTS

In alignment with Title Il compliance goals, accessibility reports are being generated for courses across the
university. These reports are shared with the respective colleges and schools to support ongoing
remediation efforts. CEHD received its initial report in September. Upcoming reports are planned for:

e End of October
e End of Fall 2025 Semester
e Monthly during Spring 2026 (with target compliance date of April 24, 2026)

Courses with accessibility scores near the lower end of the "green" range (Ally 67%) will receive prioritized
support from your instructional designers. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the instructor of record to
ensure courses meet accessibility standards.

TEXAS A&M COURSE TEMPLATE

The university is aware that some elements of the Texas A&M course template do not fully
meet accessibility standards. Updates are currently underway, and a fully accessible template should be
ready in time for use in the Spring 2026 semester.


https://lms.tamu.edu/digital-accessibility
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:939d2305-aed4-4b01-8261-25264b6f18c6__;!!KwNVnqRv!Dsss0wj3C6dI4X9QDyhuJ05LE3QnZ_0nV3OQrN89o08cK6kc8eXCz-Ff_cty__YeYOAdp4LE8Vu1QEa2-_Es2mU$

SPRING 2026 SEMESTER

Our goal is for all CEHD Spring 2026 courses to achieve 100% accessibility. We recommend that

you continue to use Ally while issues with Panorama are being resolved. Please collaborate with your
instructional designer to take full advantage of available resources and support. Here are a couple
reminders as we prepare for the new semester:

o To get a head start on accessibility, we recommend you begin with a clean course shell. Then copy
over only the content you need. This approach not only improves the accuracy of your accessibility
scores, but makes remediating issues more efficient.

e Reach outtoyourinstructional designer if you need a development course (DEV Shell) created.

GRADUATE ASSISTANT/FACULTY SUPERVISOR TRAINING

Dr. Irby has organized a series of accessibility and compliance training sessions specifically for CEHD
Graduate Assistants and their supervisors. All sessions will be held via Zoom and will last 3 hours, with the
first 1.5 10 2 hours focused on Digital Accessibility. Take note of the upcoming dates and times for your
department and please encourage your GAs to attend.

e KNSM:Oct17,8:00am
e EAHR: Oct 29, 1:30pm
e EPSY:Oct 30, 1:00pm
e TLAC: Completed

Please note: Zoom links will be shared through a different medium.

ACCESSIBLE THESES & DISSERTATIONS

Texas A&M’s Graduate and Professional School is committed to ensuring all students can produce
scholarly work that meets accessibility standards. They provide a basic template in Microsoft Word, step-
by-step guide to using the template, and sample manuscript to help students format their theses,
dissertations, and records of study in compliance with WCAG 2.1 accessibility guidelines. Encourage your
graduate students to access these helpful resources at Knowledge Center - Student Resources.



https://grad.tamu.edu/knowledge-center/grad-student-resources/word-templates-and-instructions-for-theses,-dissertations,-and-records-of-study

MYCEHD ACCESSIBILITY WEBSITE

As you work diligently to make your course materials accessible, check out our MyCEHD Accessibility
Resources webpage. It is designed to be your convenient digital accessibility go-to guide. We've compiled
essential resources and on-demand tutorials to help you and we'll continue to add more.

CENTER FORTEACHING EXCELLENCE (CTE) TRAININGS

CTE is offering a series of accessibility trainings this fall. All sessions are held via Zoom for your

convenience. Encourage your GAs to attend as well!

For faculty and staff:

e Oct22,12:30-1:15pm | Utilizing Canvas to Check for Content Accessibility
e Oct28, 9:00-10:00am | Creating Accessible Content with Word and PowerPoint Files
e Nov7,10:00-11:00am | Creating Accessible Content with Word and PowerPoint Files

For graduate students:

e Oct21, 1:00-1:45pm | Accessible Canvas

JUST GETTING STARTED WITH DIGITAL ACCESSIBILITY?

Making your course materials accessible doesn’t have to feel overwhelming. Here are a few steps and
quick tips to guide you:

1. Delete any old material from your Canvas course that you won't be using.

2. Add alternative (alt) text descriptions to images in Canvas and Microsoft documents.

3. Review and remediate Word documents using the accessibility checker in MS Word. Tip: Ensure

you're using the latest version of Office 365.

4. Review and remediate PowerPoint presentations.

5. Make your PDFs accessible. If you have the source document, remediate in Word or PowerPoint.

If you don't have the source document, remediate in Adobe Acrobat.

6. Add captions to videos - Using audio transcription cloud recordings [Zoom], Add closed captions

to avideo [Camtasia].

7. Reach out for support! Take advantage of the many resources available.


https://mycehd.tamu.edu/accessibility-resources/
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/accessibility-resources/
https://calendar.tamu.edu/cte/all
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=45092
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=45166
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?ScheduleId=45169
https://ers.tamu.edu/register.aspx?scheduleid=45072
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ncademi.org/resources/basics/images-alt-text/__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDyAe-iws$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/How-do-I-manage-alt-text-and-display-options-for-images-embedded/ta-p/618226__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDPUFCMLI$
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-improve-accessibility-with-alt-text-9c57ee44-bb48-40e3-aad4-7647fc1dba51
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-check-the-accessibility-of-your-document-9d660cba-1fcd-45ad-a9d1-c4f4b5eb5b7d
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-create-slides-with-an-accessible-reading-order-794fc5da-f686-464d-8c29-1c6ab8515465
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/create-accessible-pdfs-064625e0-56ea-4e16-ad71-3aa33bb4b7ed
https://lms.tamu.edu/getmedia/22a4b77d-b5db-4cd3-9f74-b4a49d117ff3/5_9_25_Updated_Microsoft-Word-Remediation-Guide-1.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:b0487683-d646-43ca-af46-7a0095f7c75e__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDC9xz1KU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:672f4ebd-cd76-4bbd-a509-cbf6b140d3c1?viewer*21megaVerb=group-discover__;JQ!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDTKkxqmE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ncademi.org/resources/basics/captions/__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDCa41RgA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0064927__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRD4FOAI9U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.techsmith.com/learn/tutorials/camtasia/add-closed-captions/?srsltid=AfmBOoreMNjb_nW6t0MPL_LXqTVfveE_nxL7DjsUj15aokV0m5RvKpHc__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDNJkjHEQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.techsmith.com/learn/tutorials/camtasia/add-closed-captions/?srsltid=AfmBOoreMNjb_nW6t0MPL_LXqTVfveE_nxL7DjsUj15aokV0m5RvKpHc__;!!KwNVnqRv!AF3rYEImIkDXJGokhLCxQtZI7uAkaRu1B6x_rhLMz6AZKp12tu9bUDkBih8ENa6MpOOc6QlIGKRDNJkjHEQ$

OTHER SUPPORT
University Drop-ln Computer Labs:
Trained student workers will be available to provide in-person assistance during Fall 2025:

e Mondays, 8am - 5pm in Blocker 129

e Tuesdays, 8am-12pmin HSFB 119X

e Wednesdays, 8am - 5pm in the Student Computing Center, Room 4.114
e Thursday, 8am - 12pmin HFSB 119X

e Fridays, 8am-5pm in Blocker 129

University-Supported Software & Templates:
Create Accessible Course Syllabi

e Minimum Syllabus Requirements - Please note: The MS Word template was updated in July 2025
e Simple Syllabus - optional for Fall 2025

Make use of these tools that check accessibility and support remediation within Canvas

o Ally
e Yula Panorama*
*Please note: we recommend using Ally for accessibility support until further guidance regarding

Yula Panorama is received

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Digital Accessibility Cheat Sheet

e Ally (Accessibility Tool integrated in
Canvas)

e Ally Accessibility Report in Canvas

e Generate Your Accessibility Report in Ally

e Getting Started with Accessibility
Remediation



https://facultysenate.tamu.edu/important-faculty-updates/minumum-syllabus-requirements
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/simple-syllabus
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/ally
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/yuja-panorama
https://lms.tamu.edu/getmedia/e62836ae-ec6a-4208-b7db-8d98cae56406/Digital-Accessibility-Cheat-Sheet-1
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/ally
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/ally
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/ally
https://lms.tamu.edu/menu/ltis/ally
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSln6aZTQTA__;!!KwNVnqRv!BAYky-BDO6iSL9IIWuG3emix2kQeQZDeGvs0EWxVnW5Gx66NIHYIKYhoqoeBlzeKvSUm5fvmWzUmUPh0WQE$
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Getting-Started-with-Accessibility-Report_A.pdf
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Getting-Started-with-Accessibility-Remediation-Guidelines_A.pdf
https://mycehd.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Getting-Started-with-Accessibility-Remediation-Guidelines_A.pdf

CEHD INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGNERS

e EPSY: Trupti Palkar | trupti@tamu.edu

e EAHR: Jere Liu | liu@tamu.edu

e KNSM: John Obenchain | jobenchain@tamu.edu
e TLAC: Kevin Lawanto | knlawanto@tamu.edu

Prepared by Patricia Grant, GA, Office of the Dean, CEHD with contributions from CEHD Instructional
Designers
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